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“No-one can be free if anyone else is not, for 
that would not be freedom but privilege.“ 
Alexei Tsvetkov

To be free, to be the owner of one’s mind and 
body, to have free will - these are all expressions 
of freedom. But what does freedom mean? 
Some people describe this concept as an 
absence of demands. But for many it means 
more. It means fulfilling oneself and making 
one’s dreams come true. But it can also 
mean struggling and making sacrifices to gain 
freedom or defend it. At the same time the 
enjoyment of freedom brings with it the call to 
responsibility and moderation, since our very 
existence means that we are constantly faced 
with constraints. All humans are subjects to the 
laws of nature in a world of finite resources. 
Unrestrained use of certain freedoms must 
restrict other freedoms, ultimately endangering 
our existence. Examples of the phenomenon 
are the current financial crisis or climate 
change.
Areas of tension arise from the contradictory 
aspects of freedom, affecting all parts of our 
human life and raising basic issues for each 
new generation. In today’s fast-paced world 
with all its progress and technology on the one 

hand and its unfairness and poverty on the 
other, the boundaries and priorities in society 
are being shifted faster and faster and issues 
of freedom and security, ethics or the origins 
of conflict constantly need to be readdressed.

ISWI 2011 will be the 10th such conference 
in Ilmenau in which we want to offer you the 
opportunity of an open forum for exchanging 
your opinions. We invite you to discuss 
“freedom” in all of its aspects, to share your 
opinions and ideas, to tell us about your 
experiences and to contribute within this 
intercultural dialogue towards a development 
of tolerance and international understanding. 
For ten days we want you to draw attention to 
existing problems - with us and all of our guests 
- and develop approaches towards resolution 
in a manner that will secure a maximum of 
freedom for all people in a sustainable society.

We are curious about your ideas! See you at 
the ISWI 2011!

Your ISWI Organisation Committee

Introduc-
tion
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It is hard for me to honour an event at this 
university more than the ISWI. This is not 
because the International Student Week in 
Ilmenau is the biggest conference of this kind 
in Germany. It’s not about quantity but rather 
quality; it’s about the content that defines the 
ISWI each year and which I heartily support. 
The topic of this year’s ISWI is freedom, ex-
pressed in the motto “crossing borders.” 
You, the participants, have already taken this 
invitation seriously, even before this confer-
ence began. Your applications came from 120 
countries all over the globe, and those who 
are here come from 70 different nations. You 
had to cross borders to come to Ilmenau; you 
could do this because you have the freedom 
to do it! Many would like to come, but they 
are not allowed to come. 
Who keeps young people from coming to-
gether for a conference, possibly with the 
threat of violence? Why will you be allowed 
to discuss, to laugh, while others are not al-
lowed? The ISWI motto “crossing borders” 
serves to answer just such questions. 
Topics such as freedom this year, or human 
rights from last year, do not only give the “In-
ternational Student Week in Ilmenau” an in-

comparable character. They also give a friendly 
face to the Technical University Ilmenau. 

Please accept my warmest welcome to all of 
you who have crossed whatever borders were 
in your way! 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. rer. nat. habil. Dr. h. c. 
Prof. h. c. Peter Scharff

Introduc-
tion
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until the deadline for applications (January, 
15th). After the 15th, no more changes can be 
accepted.

If you have access to the Internet, you can get 
involved in discussions focusing on our topics 
even before ISWI. We invite you to visit the 
forums on our website.

At the printing date of this info book the 
following topics were determined:
1. Philosophy and History of Freedom
2. Meeting of Basic Needs
3. Freedom and Politics
4. Freedom and the Economy
5. Freedom and Society
6. Education and Science
7. Freedom and the Environment
8. Media and Communication
9. Freedom in the Arts
10. Documentation

Please visit our homepage to get the latest 
information (www.iswi2011.org)

...It’s your turn!

The ISWI is a conference that pays a lot of 
attention to thematic work. There will be many 
different ways for you to deal with the topic of 
“freedom”: lectures, debates, workshops and 
presentations, only to name a few. But the 
main part will be the group work: as described 
on the following pages, we created 25 groups 
that will deal with different aspects of the topic; 
there are art groups, thematic groups - even 
a documentation group. Have a look at each 
one’s description and decide which group 
would suit you best. The groups will consist 
of 15 to 20 participants. As an introduction to 
the group work or during the following week, 
a lecture will be given on every topic by an 
expert. He or she will tell you about his or her 
experiences, thoughts and ideas. 

In your application you can choose your three 
favourite work groups (wg). Because of the 
many applications we receive, a spot in the 
group of your first choice can not in all cases 
be guaranteed - but of course we will try our 
very best to fulfil your wishes. Also, you will be 
able to change your work group preferences 

Workshops
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What is absence of freedom? 
What changes has the term 
“freedom” undergone recently, 
and in earlier history? How is 
this term defined in different 
cultures? When do you feel free, 
and is this feeling really related 
to “freedom”? In this group 
you are going to discuss the 
basic meaning and definition 
of the term “freedom”. You 
may talk about and analyse 
the term “freedom” on the 
basis of diverse philosophical 
concepts. Also think about your 
own personal understanding of 
freedom and justice and share 

it with the other 
participants.

(wg 1.2) History of 
Freedom 
Many events in history 
are inseparably 
related to the quest 
for freedom – familiar 
examples would be 

(1) Philosophy and History of 
Freedom

(wg 1.1) Philosophy of 
Freedom
Freedom - a term with such 
a scope, maintaining an 
enormous current importance 
while having an outstanding 
history - that is something 
very rare. But there also is 
the so-called “protection of 
freedom”, which is used as 
a justification for repression, 
wars and revolutions.
In this group you will have to 
ask yourself: What is freedom? 

the French Revolution, the 
United States Declaration of 
Independence, the ending of 
colonial rule in large parts of the 
world and the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, but the list goes on and 
on. Even today, many conflicts 
are underpinned by this quest; 
a thorough understanding of 
current conflict situations is 
nearly impossible without the 
comprehension of underlying 
historical reasons for these 
quests for freedom.
Within this group you are 
going to discuss the “thought 
of freedom” in historical 
developments and critically 
analyse if it was really the 
driving force or what else could 
have influenced these actions. 

(wg 1.3) Ethics 
Have a deeper look into the 
moral dimension of freedom 
by participating in this group! 
Is there unlimited freedom 

Topics
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unfair. You’ll hopefully come to 
a definition of the term “basic 
needs”, discussing on the one 
hand such phenomena as 
land-grabbing, lack of water 
or food, and resulting conflicts. 
On the other hand you will look 
at the political stakeholders 
like individual states, unions, 
NGOs and private persons: 
which role do they play in 
securing basic needs and thus 
freedom?

(wg 2) Meeting of Basic 
Needs

For a “free” life, an immense 
number of needs have to be 
met. But which of these needs 
are the basic ones? Only the 
physical needs, like access to 
air, water, food and sleep? Or 
are there further aspects? How 
is access to these resources 
ensured globally? Which 
conflicts arise here? Is there a 
way to guarantee that the basic 
needs of all human beings be 
satisfied?
Within this group you will have 
the opportunity to 
discuss especially how 
freedom depends 
on the fulfilment 
of basic needs 
and how conflicts 
often are a result 
of the distribution 
of resources being 
perceived as being 

for everyone, or are limits 
necessary? If limits are indeed 
needed, who will set them, 
and how? How much freedom 
does a human being need? 
Does my personal freedom 
affect and possibly limit 
someone else’s freedom? Are 
the interests of a society as a 
whole rated higher than the 
freedom of a single person? 
What do the terms “reason” 
and “awareness” mean in this 
context?
In this group you will be 
discussing questions like 
these and their involvement 
in current affairs. Focus 
on possible models for the 
resolution of questions like 
these, integrating as many 
opinions as possible. Also, 
think about how to deal with 
possessing freedom and the 
responsibility that comes with 
it.

Topics
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(3) Freedom and Politics

(wg 3.1) Political Systems and 
Participation
There are many political 
systems in the world, each 
with its own historical 
background and all of them 
different in their political 
tradition and understanding 
of politics. Philosophers have 
also offered many approaches 
and theories over the course 
of time towards the ideal state 
and its ideal society. Within 
this group you can continue 
this search by analysing and 

comparing different forms of 
governments, and you may 
find out particularly how the 
systems deal with the matter of 
“freedom”.
What does freedom mean in 
each of these systems? How 
does the system protect the 
freedom of its citizens and how 
far does it restrict it? If you have 
personal experience from your 
home country on this topic, 
you are invited to speak about 
it in this group.

(wg 3.2) Freedom and 
Security

Freedom and security 
are two fundamental 
pillars of each 
society. However, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
terrorism, crime 
and the related 
discussions on 
tightening the 
security policy have 

worldwide lead to severe 
interventions in civil rights and 
limitations of freedom. 
In this group you might debate 
on the problems that come 
with freedom and security, and 
reflect the different views on it 
critically. Another interesting 
topic is the current security 
situation and the realisation 
of freedom in different parts 
of the world. What are the 
consequences for freedom 
and security through the 
implementation of security 
controls? How much of each, 
freedom and security, is 
necessary and appropriate? 
How can you try to avoid 
problems concerning this? By 
finding examples of current 
issues you may easily start a 
fruitful discussion.

Topics
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(wg 3.3) Freedom and Law 
Ever since humans have lived 
together, there was some 
sort of legal system alongside 
the political system with the 
intention to regulate communal 
life. These regulations can differ 
largely in their form – from 
systems where only the person 
in power decides what is right, 
to systems based on custom, 
tradition and convention, or 
systems with written laws and 
an elected judiciary. The basic 
question resulting from these 
facts is: Who is responsible 
for legislation? Who will be 
allowed to decide how much 
freedom a person has? To what 
extent is the law allowed to 
erode individual freedom? 
While working in this group, 
consider different legal systems 
and debate which freedoms 
they protect or limit and how 
they operate. If you have 
personal experiences on this 

topic you are welcome to share 
it with the other participants!

(wg 4) Freedom and  Economy

In the current financial and 
economic crisis, the economy 
has nose-dived in many parts 
of the world. Some experts 
see the cause of this crisis in 
an undisciplined international 
economy, shying away from 
regulation at a global level. 
The debate on regulation 
and the relationship between 
the economy, the state and 
the people has 
been reignited: the 
discussion is about 
values and regulatory 
factors, but also about 
economic freedom 
and how this relates 
to the state and 
society.
In this group you are 

invited to start a discussion 
on the possible background 
and the consequences of the 
current financial crisis. Are 
regulations needed and which 
would that be? What would 
an economic system look like 
that assures a maximum of 
freedom to all stakeholders? 
You should also consider the 
ethical and social responsibility 
of the economic system, the 
role of the globalization and 
the scope permitted by the 
entrepreneurial freedom.

Topics
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(5) Freedom and Society

(wg 5.1) Freedom and 
Culture(s)
The term culture embraces a 
great many of very different 
aspects. Cultures present 
people with the opportunity 
to form their identity and to 
feel solidarity in a peer group. 
When entering this world, 
every human being almost 
automatically belongs to a 
certain cultural group. As we 
expect a great diversity in this 
conference, we encourage 
each and every one of you to 

bring examples from your own 
culture.
Wherever there is a clash of 
cultures there will be friction, 
perhaps because of ignorance, 
different attitudes, prejudices, 
and fear of the unknown. This 
fear may become so strong 
that it results in violence. 
Even in places without a 
clash of cultures, intolerance 
and prejudice can occur, 
simply because of absence of 
experience or a lack of trust 
in differing opinions. Ask 
yourselves how to overcome 
such prejudices and how to 

prevent intolerance 
and violence. Finally, 
you may deal with 
the subject of cultural 
freedom by looking 
at immigration and 
the ‘integration’ of 
‘foreign’ cultures.

(wg 5.2) Individual and 
Society
Many cultures regulate 
their social cooperation 
with traditions, habits and 
conventions that are stored 
in the communal memory. 
However, this will always be 
in a constant state of change, 
so that conflicts between 
generations must arise. Most 
people struggle in vain to 
let go of their own tried and 
trusted moral concepts; others 
may feel the lack of a specific 
freedom and will as a result 
identify with the norms of 
divergent subcultures.
We have to ask the question 
whether the freedom of a 
single person should be limited 
within a culture by traditions, 
habits, conventions or 
applicable law. Are such limits 
perhaps necessary for peaceful 
coexistence and the common 
well-being? To what extent 

Topics
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should freedom be limited? Try 
to shine a light on individual 
freedom from different 
angles and consider how 
much personal freedom each 
person needs and whether 
it clashes with the person’s 
social environment. As no 
worldwide standardisation of 
rights to freedom has yet been 
agreed on, you shall focus 
on a comparison of rights to 
personal freedom in different 
countries.

(wg 5.3) Freedom and 
Religion
The right to free choice 
and practice of religion is 
protected by law in many 
countries, but people are still 
being excluded, oppressed 
or even persecuted because 
of their religious beliefs. How 
can they be protected from 
such discrimination? How 
can conflicts be resolved 

peacefully? How can a lasting 
dialog between the religions 
be established? In this group 
you may address this issue, 
also reflecting generally on 
the relation between freedom 
and religion. Does practising 
religion compromise a person’s 
basic freedom? Is religion 
allowed to do that? How far 
does religious freedom range? 
At what point does the practise 
of one’s religion curtail another 
person’s freedom?

(wg 5.4) Children’s Freedom 
Children are the weakest 
members of society 
and as such they need 
special protection, 
which needs to be 
afforded to enable 
their freedoms. But 
what does the term 
“children’s freedom” 
mean? In many 
parts of the world 

children can hardly experience 
a peaceful and happy 
childhood. What can be done 
against  abuse and exploitation 
of children? By working in this 
group you can also focus on 
the rights of children within 
society. Children are usually 
represented by adults, and 
it is common to speak about 
them rather than with them. 
Therefore, you should think of 
better ways to enable children 
to play a part in society and 
politics, and give them a 
hearing.

Topics
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(wg 5.5) Living Patterns
The “typical” image of the 
family varies across countries. 
‘Patchwork’ families, 
traditional multi-generational 
families, homosexual couples, 
extended families, single-
parent families, childless 
couples and single people are 
all examples of a family. Think 
about the question whether 
a family always implies the 
presence of a child, or if the 
idea of the family comes from 
“feeling like a family”? Ask 
yourself whether the freedom 
to choose between different 

patterns exists everywhere. 
You are invited to collect the 
upbringing concepts from your 
own cultures and to discuss 
the level of freedom in family, 
also considering distribution of 
roles within the family. Where 
is it really possible to choose 
freely? Who carries out which 
roles? 
You may deal with societies’ 
views on different social 
structures like families. As 
part of that discussion, you 
may come across the topics 
of tolerance and limitations to 
the freedom of certain kinds 

of social groups and 
roles within their 
local and social 
environment.

(6) Education and Science

(wg 6.1) Freedom and 
Education 
Education is a human right and 
a cornerstone of human society. 
Through education, the skills 
that define human interaction 
and lay the foundation for 
further development are 
imparted. But who assigns 
access to education? According 
to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights made by the UN 
states, access to at least primary 
education must be free. How 
is this freedom implemented? 
Should the pledge be extended 
to education at higher stages? 
Who should be responsible 
for the implementation? Are 
governments solely responsible 
or is education a responsibility 
of the society as a whole? How 
can education be appropriately 
funded? How can or should 
groups with specific primary 

Topics
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‘ethics in science’ is: How 
far may science go under 
the ‘freedom of research’ 
banner? There are not only the 
questions of responsibility for 
scientific outcomes, but also 
the question of sanctions for 
unethical behaviour. Another 
important point you can 
discuss may be the influence 
of third parties on science. 
Given this background, you 
will have the opportunity to 
discuss recent developments 
and move towards possible 
solutions.

also mean more misuse of 
education? To what extent 
does teaching freedom also 
mean teaching responsibility? 
You will have the opportunity 
to focus on conveying the 
concept of ‘freedom’ to the 
science of education. 

(wg 6.3) Freedom within 
Science 
Science has an ambivalent 
relationship with freedom. On 
one hand it enables people to 
be free from various constraints 
and achieve a certain degree of 
independence. On the other 
hand science may 
serve to dominate 
people and curtail 
their freedom. 
Between these poles, 
there are many 
developments and 
technologies, which 
may be blessing or 
curse. The crux of 

interests (economic, political or 
religious) influence education? 
Who will supervise them? All of 
these are important questions 
that can be discussed in this 
group.

(wg 6.2) Education for 
Freedom
The idea of freedom is to 
be an important element in 
education, if the goal of it is to 
teach people the skills needed 
to live a life in freedom. Many 
different concepts of pedagogy 
have been developed 
throughout history. But how 
can working towards, living 
in and respecting freedom 
be taught? Must the learning 
method be prescribed or is 
there room for alternative 
concepts of learning? Do 
there have to be boundaries 
and sanctions? What may 
be learned or taught? Does 
greater freedom in education 

Topics
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(wg 7) Freedom and  
Environment

It is hard to deny that the 
subjects of freedom and 
ecology are closely related. 
Many different kinds of 
freedom are enjoyed without 
reference to the fact that 
they are made possible by 
the environment. But a lot of 
human privileges are also in 
conflict with the integrity of our 
environment. Many humans 
would regard their freedom as 
being diminished if their access 
to energy was withdrawn or 

limited. But it must be said that 
producing and using energy 
causes considerable damage to 
the environment. Examples are 
well-known - there are huge 
impacting catastrophes like 
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster in 
Ukraine, or the oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Another one is 
the long-term damage caused 
by the climate change.
You may deal with these and 
other aspects of “freedom 
and environment”, attempting 
to establish the relationship 
between freedom and 
ecology and addressing urgent 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
problems as well as 
possible solutions for 
specific countries and 
the whole world.

(wg 8) Media and 
Communication 

Communication serves the 
purpose of comprehension, 
exchange of ideas, and 
distribution of information. 
It is an eminent element of 
society; in it lays the power 
to lead and control. Books, 
television, and radio alike have 
the power to educate, but also 
to misinform. Several issues are 
raised: How can we avoid the 
manipulation of the media? 
How many states guarantee 
freedom of communication 
and freedom of opinion in 
their constitutions? To which 
extent do the state, lobbyists 
or media corporations censor 
news coverage? With the 
invention of the Internet, 
humans have created a 
medium subject to little 
regulation (except in respect of 
access). On one hand this is a 

Topics
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positive development as there 
are hardly any boundaries, and 
censorship is hard to apply. On 
the other hand the anonymity, 
which dominates on the 
Internet, calls the reliability of 
information into question. The 
Internet also introduces new 
possibilities of manipulation 
and misinformation. These 
and other aspects could be 
discussed, hopefully leading to 
development of new solutions.

9 Freedom in  Arts

(wg 9.1) Literature
While many new kinds of 
media were born in the last 
decades, the book still remains 
incredibly popular. As Goethe 
wrote in his famous drama 
‘Faust’
“what one has down in black 
and white is a comfort to take 
home at night.”

We still trust in the written 
word and nowadays have 
digital books in addition to the 
ones in print, but seem to trust 
the e-books just as much as 
the ones that have been in our 
world for centuries. The subject 
of freedom has always been a 
topic in literature. Examples are 
the autobiography of the Dalai 
Lama, “Freedom in Exile”, and 
Nelson Mandela’s “Long Walk 
to Freedom”. You will trace 
the marks left by the subject 
of ‘freedom’ in literature and 
discuss the role of literature 
in the different liberation 
movements and their 
impact on each other.
You may moreover 
write your own texts 
and present them to 
a larger audience.

(wg 9.2) Music
Music is the stirring expression 
of emotions, tones and sounds 
uniting in a composition that 
sometimes deeply affects 
us. It creates reactions that 
electrify, polarise, bind or 
separate people. The musical 
style can be an expression 
of a generation’s lifestyle, or 
it can symbolise a specific 
movement. An example is the 
music of the Afro-American 
slaves who communicated 
over long distances through 
‘Blues’ during their work 
and thus felt connected to 

Topics
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ancient Greek writer), or “Das 
Leben des Galilei” (Brecht – in 
modern German literature). 
Done right, theatre can help to 
teach people about freedom, 
or at least initiate a thinking 
process in those who attend a 
good performance.
You will experiment with 
the topic of freedom in the 
workshop and may develop a 
play with several scenes.

(wg 9.4.) Design 
No matter if it is sculpture, 
graphics or action art – there 
are many different possibilities 
to draw people’s attention 
to freedom and inform them 
about it. You shall exchange 
your ideas on freedom 
and cooperate creatively. 
The collected work will be 
presented to the public during 
a vernissage. 

(wg 9.5) Photography 

each other. You are invited 
to deal with the role of music 
in the different liberation 
movements. Also feel free to 
bring your instruments along.

(wg 9.3.) Theatre
Theatre has forever animated 
people to reflect on themselves. 
Theatre entertains, yet at the 
same time it holds a kind of 
mirror in front of the audience. 
For a long time, freedom has 
been a central topic in drama 
– well-known examples are the 
play “Antigone” (Sophocles - 

Pictures are the first thing to 
catch our eye when we open a 
book or a newspaper. Pictures 
capture events, inform us, 
show us a reality and can act 
as proof. But they can also 
be manipulated and serve 
somebody’s interests. Photo 
alteration is a common practise 
in media, and has often caused 
major controversies - like the 
2006 “Reutersgate”, where a 
blogger discovered that widely 
published photos from the 
Israel-Lebanon conflict were 
doctored. You are invited to 
discuss and discover what 
photography means to the 
realisation of freedom. Feel 
free to bring your camera 
along and make heavy use of it 
during the week. 

Topics
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(wg 9.6) Movie
Animated pictures have 
fascinated us since their 
invention. There may not be 
another medium that has the 
same impact on us as film. The 
movie gives free rein to fantasy, 
lets us dream, express our ideas 
and communicate with people 
overcoming nearly every 
border. Therefore it can be a 
source of information, giving 
us insights in other cultures 
and worlds of thoughts. But 
it can also call attention to 
disadvantage, provoke thought 
or call a protest.
This group is all about the movie 
as an art, information source 
and agitator. You should discuss 
what movies can do to serve 
freedom and find examples 
for movies that have freedom 
as their topic. In addition to 
the discussion, we will give 
you the chance to develop 
the conceptual design, and of 

course realise 
it by shooting 
a movie. The 
group will be 
supported by 
the campus film 
club ‘hfc’ and 
the campus 
television station 
‘iSTUFF’.

(wg 10) Documentation 
group
The documentation group 
will report on what’s going 
on at ISWI 2011 in the 
form of a newspaper and 
a documentation book 
containing articles and 
interviews as well as photos. 
In cooperation with the ‘hsf 
student radio’ you will also be 
given the chance to go on air 
on a daily basis. 

Topics
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Who can apply and how to 
apply:

The ISWI 2011 is open to all 
students at universities and 
colleges, no matter where you 
are from. For insurance and 
liability reasons you have to be 
at least 18 years old by May 
13th, 2011.
If you would like to participate, 
apply via Internet using www.
iswi2011.org (this is the 
preferable way, as it means less 
work for us). If you have no or 
only little access to the Internet 
please fill out the application 
form accurately and send it to 
the Organisation Committee 
of ISWI 2011 by mail, fax or 
e-mail. Of course, both ways 
of applying are treated equally 
when we select participants for 
the ISWI 2011. Remember to 
apply as soon as possible, but 
not later than 15th January 
2011.

Please write down (in English) 
your motivation for wanting 
to join ISWI 2011 and a short 
statement why you have 
chosen the specific main 
topic you want to participate 
in and tell us what comes to 
your mind when you hear 
our motto “Crossing Borders” 
(about 200 words each). Use 
your own words and ideas and 
do not copy any texts from 
the Internet, newspapers etc. 
(If discovered, this will lead to 
immediate disqualification!). 
The texts will serve as a basis 
for the selection process to 
choose the participants we will 
invite.

You will know whether you 
are accepted as one of 370 
participants as soon as you 
receive the Official Invitation 
which will be mailed in 
February or March 2011 – 
please be patient and refrain 

from asking constantly – we 
will appreciate it. Application
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Good to know .... 

Cultural Entertainment:
The programme of the week 
includes activities such as 
theatre performances and 
music events. We will organise 
an Open Air concert, a film 
night, a medieval festival and 
a lot more. Participants will 
also have time to experience 
the area of Ilmenau or just lie 
on the grass. There will also 
be parties in our four student 
clubs on the campus.

Language:
As it is the conference 
language, all 
participants need 
to be fluent in both 
written and spoken 
English. 

Travel and Accommodation:

You will have to pay your own 
travel expenses and visa costs. 
You do not have to pay a fee 
for participating in ISWI 2011. 
Accommodation, meals, as 
well as festival events will be 
free of charge for participants. 
You will be accommodated 
in homes of students from 
Ilmenau, who will act as your 
personal hosts. Please bring a 
sleeping bag and a sleeping 
pad (do not worry, nobody will 
have to sleep outside, that is for 
sure!). You will also be covered 
by free health insurance for 
the time of ISWI 2011. We 
will do our best to enable 
handicapped students to take 
part in our festival (please add 
a note in your application if 
you have need of special care).

Application
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Visa:

Every participant has to make 
sure to fulfil the necessary 
passport and visa requirements 
for Germany and transit 
countries. You can ask at the 
nearest German embassy or 
consulate for details of the 
regulations.
If you need a visa, please 
apply as soon as possible at the 
appropriate institution after 
you have received an Official 
Invitation from us. The Official 
Invitations, signed by our 
university, will generally help 

to acquire your visa. Proofs 
about your student status from 
the rector/officials of your 
university might be supportive, 
too. You may find the nearest 
German embassy in the 
Internet at www.auswaertiges-
amt.de.

Getting involved:

Participants will also be given 
the chance to get actively 
involved in carrying out the 
festival. If you want to take 
part as group leader, please 
contact us. You also have the 

possibility to give 
a 20 min lasting 
lecture. Please send 
along an abstract 
of your lecture 
together with your 
application or at 
least a few weeks 
before the festival 
starts, because we 

have to organise a room and 
the materials you need. If 
you can play an instrument or 
have a national costume, bring 
it along. You may also give 
a musical contribute in one 
of the student clubs or show 
a national dance from your 
country. Or just cook a meal 
from your country… Please 
contact us as soon as possible, 
if you want to do something 
special at ISWI 2011.

Application



- 20 - 

Ilmenau

Ilmenau with its 30.000 
inhabitants (2008) is situated 
in the middle of the German 
region “Thüringen” Ilmenau’s 
history can be traced back to 
the thirteenth century and it is 
surrounded by the mountains 
of the Thuringian forest, one 
of the largest forested regions 
of central Europe. Since 
medieval times the economy 
has been based on mining and 
the production of glass and 
porcelain. Today the university 
is the largest employer. 
The town is strongly linked with 
the work of the poet Joahnn 
Wolfgang von Goethe. The 
annually rainfall of 1635 mm 
and the average temperature 
of 8.5 °C make the mostly 
warm weather during a ISWI a 
welcome exception. 

Application
Ilmenau Technical University

The Ilmenau Technical 
University was founded as an 
Institute for Technology in 1894 
and is now the most important 
institution in the area. Most of 
the 6500 students - registered 
in technical, economic and 
scientific faculties - live in 
the university residences on 
campus. There are several 
student clubs, a student café, 
a student radio and a student 
TV. There is also a variety of 
cultural associations like the 
folk and the jazz club, the 
university orchestra and choir 
as well as several sports clubs.
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Organisation Committee ISWI 2011
Ilmenau Technical University 
P.O. Box 100565
98693 Ilmenau
Germany

If you have internet access, please use our on-
line form for your application which you can 
find at: http:// www.iswi2011.org .

Otherwise fill in this paper form and send 
it by mail to the adress above or by fax to  
+49-3677-691945.

Last Name: 

First Name:

Date of Birth: 

Gender:         male                   female

Nationality: 

Please fill in the following fields accurately, the 
Official Invitation will be send to this 
address!

Street:

Town:

Postal Code:

Country:

Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

University: 

Field of Study: 

Year of Study:

Application
Form
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Please write down the name of the work 
groups (wg) you want to join!

1st wish: 

2nd wish: 

3rd wish: 

Dou yuo want to give a lecture? If so please 
attach an abstract. 
  yes   no

Do you have any contribution to the cultural 
programme? If so, please describe it shortly. 
  yes   no

Who do yuo accept as your host?
        male  female         does not matter

Special whishes about the food?
 vegetarian  kosher 
 no pork  other: ................ 

Any other special requirements?

Did you participate in any similar student 
meeting yet?
 yes   no 
 
 If so, please let us know which one. 

Please write three essays (each about 200 
words) to following items and attach them to 
this application: 
•	 your thoughts abaout human rights in 

relation to the ISWI-motto “crossing 
borders”

•	 a statement why you have chosen the 
group (1st wish) you want to participate in 

•	 your motivation for joining ISWI 2011

Privacy clause
          I disagree with publishing my name,
          country and email-contact to other 
          participants. 
          I disagree with publishing my essays in  
          any case. 

a picture of 
you would 

be nice


